
CAUSES OF WORLD WAR I  IMPERIALISM 
Economic/political takeover 
of one country by another 

COMPETITION & RIVALRY 
to control TRADE & COLONIES 

MILITARISM 

NATIONALISM 

GERMANY 
-  Competing with G.B. 

& France to build 
strong empire 

- Imperialized small 
areas in Africa & Asia 

BRITAIN 
-  Largest & most powerful 

imperial power.  
- Controlled LARGE areas 

of Africa & Asia 

FRANCE 
-  Large imperial 

power. 
- Controlled LARGE 

areas in Africa & Asia 

PRE-WWI ALLIANCES 

AUSTRIA - 
HUNGARY 

-  Large dual empire 
- Took over Slavic 

nations like Serbia, 
Bosnia & Herzegovina 

Race to MAXIMIZE size & 
strength of army, weapons, & 
naval superiority in order to 

PROTECT & EXPAND  
their empires.  

GERMANY 
Increases the size of its 

army/navy (expanding fleet 
of battleships/U-Boats) 

 

FRANCE, 
BRITAIN, & 

RUSSIA 
Increases the size of 

its army/navy 
because they feel 

threatened.  
 

ASSASSINATION! 

Nations are all feeling intense 
forms of patriotism or loyalty to 

one’s country. The importance of 
their nation supersedes  
(is above) other nations.  

 GERMANY: 
 “We are a young nation! 26 

German speaking territories came 
together in 1871. We are bound by 

our German GREATNESS!” 
 

RUSSIA: 
“If war erupts, 

WE will be 
victorious!” 

 
GERMANY:  “These other rival nations 
are plotting to attack & take US over. 

But WE are strong and mighty! We will 
prevail!” 

 

 

 

 

 

 AUSTRIA-HUNGARY: “We are the second largest 
country in Europe and the 4th largest machine-

building nation in the world. No one would dare 
mess with Austria-Hungary! 

 

 

 RUSSIA: “We have an army of 1.5 
million men, ready whenever we need 

them. Russia has the largest 
peacetime land force in Europe!” 

 

 

 GREAT BRITAIN: 
“We have taken 

places in Africa and 
Asia with such easel! 
Of course we will win 

any conflict that 
comes our way! ” 

 

 

GREAT BRITAIN: 
“We have spent the 
last 200 years being 
the SUPREME leader 
in the world when it 
comes to imperial & 

naval dominance! We 
are all-powerful! 

 

All the nations of Europe feel this tension!  
There is a need to protect & secure their 

empires, as well as maintain their presence as a 
GREAT WORLD POWER! 

 
 

THE OUTBREAK OF WAR IS VERY LIKELY!  
 

TENSION  
DISTRUST & SUSPICION!  

Serbia believes the Slavic people of Europe 
should not be ruled by Austria-Hungary.  

Bosnia is part of Austria-Hungary, but Serbia 
thinks Bosnia should belong to them.  When 
Archduke (future emperor) Franz-Ferdinand 

of Austria-Hungary visits Bosnia, a radical 
nationalist group from Serbia assassinates 

him. This assassination leads to war 
between Serbia and Austria-Hungary, which 

quickly spread into World War I.  


